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· Science Applieation$/l'ltrlmati<mal Corpondlon 

February 28, 2006 

lone Bania 
otsc 
·1 on N. Grl1xMetJ 
G.lcDdak, CA !H201·220S 

An ErnpJoy..c)wr»d Canpeny 

V1A FAX: (811) 55J .. :%14J 

Re: SAlC .EPA Conrnct No. OS-10F.oo76J. D.O. 0906; SES 2 
USEPA Superfuud Site 
Omega OJemica1 Sllp(!dvn<l Sia: 

Dear Joae: 

This letter coocerns a public records infommion ~uest and subsequent orHite ICSCIJ'Cb t11aE SciaJ::c 
Applications ~Oftai Corpontion (SAIC) will be conducting on bcha.lf of die Ua=d Stallc:l . 
Environmental .Protection Agency (USFl'A), Regioo 9, und.er the above·tdemJCCd eoarracL PmSUIIIl to 
yow agency's ~ures for obcaining pubJic RCOni&, tbiJ Jetter will serve as a~ fer die doc;:l,mata:a ~ 
~ a descriptiou ot tht specific documerD defiRd. 

==~==-for !he following "'""l''";c, and '"Yother companies""'~~~- : . ... 

DiYeney W~ Corporatioa 
8921 Di~ Road. Smta ~ 

Former Unocal Cofponrioa I>tstrict Otf~ee 
i~~~kj~~~~s~~~F~t~s~-~R~~~~~~s~~~~~~~s~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~ 

))"' s= /~ 
.).D 0 3 

J 
Triangle Distritx..'"ill: C~y 
12065 E. Pike Street Slfttl Pe 

Vai~~Cible Oil Comp&ny 
9520 John Screec. Sana ~ S 

PI~ contact Marianne Ledda ac phone no. (51 0) ~ 71 S4 oc- ax anail addreu kt!t'' m9ajc.cosp co 
confinn the availability of reconis and to schedule an appoincmenr for an SAIC employee co review~ 
rectmis in yOW" office po~ibly during the week af M&rd1 I7 or April 3, 2006. ' _Y'(J 

tooo Sn»dwoy, su .. m , o.&!d, CA ~>(610J-.cn6 Fu:(510J44-m• \ , . 
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Science App/ication$/nternetiona/ CorponttJon 
AnEmpi~WTMd~ 

DTSC 
JOIJ N. Craod.-ft 
Gl.::adalc. CA 9120~·22QS 

Re: SAJC EPA Canc-1a No. GS·1C1F-00'161. D.O. 0906; SES 2 
USEP A Supatimd Sire 
Ome:a CbemicaJ Supafuad s-. 

VIAFAX: (3J8)55J-2Ut 

This leucr coocems • public n:cords infcr:Dation requesl and Sllbsequem oaosire racarch lba ScbJce .Appl~ 
lrue:nationar Corpontion (SAIC') Will be :Cnducting oa beb&Jf ot the Uaiu:d States .Euviroaw::aqJ l\<ADeCiua · 
Aeerx:y <USEPA) . .Region 9, lmder Ibe ~·refe:oencec c::ootn~ct. Putsuam ~your apa:y•s ~for 
obtaining pUblic records. this ~ will ~e as a teqz1e3t foT the documcm.s and a cbaipcioa ofllle spec:ific documems desired.. 

Please COntact MlriamJe Lc:ddut phone no. (S JO) ~ 7154 or u email addrau 'c4dw@sajs.egm 1D coaftrm ... ~vailabiJ iry of reco~ aDd ro ~we an .tppointmem for a SA.IC employee to J'C\Iiew tile rec:onk iD JOC oftice 
I'O'SibJy durin& tbe ~ of Man:h 27 or April 3, 2006. 

Sboldd you require b)' daritic:adon or ~Dot SAIC, w 11c:h, )"(* lba)' COQDCt Mt. Uada r*'hpper, 
EPA S~ DiYisioc, .Rqioa 9. a! (415) 9'i2-3104. 
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UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
A EGlON IX ~() • 

215 Fremont Street ~ -.. -\~t(l \ 
San F,.neisco. Ca. 94105 V'' 0~ t""" ~ 'b)o 

ou.\~ 
fM.e. 

19 FEB· 1986 
Dave Bartley 
Toxics Substances Control Division 
California Department of Health Services 
714 •p• Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Bartley: 

In Reply 
Refer To: 

T-3-2 
C(85)C335 

A copy of the investigation r e port C(85)C335 is enclosed 
for your information. The inspection was conducted by Ecology ' 
Environment under contract to the -EPA. 

Please allow 20 days from the date the report is received 
by your office before relea s ing the information, in order to 
give the facility the opportunity to claim confide~tiality. 

If you have any questions or comments, please direct them to 
Paul La Courreye, Enforcement Section at (415) 974-8135.· 

Enclosure 

iY.:e~ly, ·~ 
m~£ Shi-in 
Chief, Fi~ld Operations Branch 

I FEB211986 I 
CAl..lfORMA O£PARTIIE1fT Of 

HEAlTH SERVICES. SACRAitOfTO 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

A site inspection of West Bent Bolt, Division of Mid-West Fabri

cation Company was conducted on September 12, 1985, pursuant to the 

Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Technical Directive Document 

(TOO} R-09-8508-04. The primary purpose of this investigation was to 
gather information on historical waste management practices and local 

environmental factors to determine whether a potential threat exists 

to public health or the environment. This work was conducted by 

Ecology and Environment, Inc.'s (E & E) Field Investigation Team (FIT) 

under contract to EPA. 

In gathering background information on the West Bent Bolt site, 

FIT personnel contacted individuals at several state and local 

agencies and conducted file searches at the Department of Health Ser

vices (OOHS) and California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

(RWQCB). 

A list of individuals and organizations contacted is presented 

below (Contact Reports are presented in Appendix A): 

M~ry Osborne 

George Fajar 

Carole Kawanoto 

Juan Sanchez 

Carl Sjoberg 

California DOHS 
Toxic Substances Control Division 
Los Angeles, CA 

Los Angeles County Flood Control 
Los Angeles, CA 

California Regional Water Quality 
Control Board 
Los Angeles, CA 

Sanitation Districts of 
Los Angeles County 
Whittier, CA 

Los Angeles County Engineers 
Los Angeles, CA 

Information obtained from these sources was used to prepare the 

Site History and Description section of this report and to plan field 

investigation efforts summarized in Section 4.0. The EPA Site Inspec

tion Form is included in Appendix 8. 

-- :..:. 

. ·~ . . ~ 

· .. 



.. .:.,. C · ·: · :c+c ' 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

... 

:;,,., ... ,. .. •. ,.. . • .• < ,. 'lat..~ lllP'....!ia '# '·, . :1' • tf> rt ....... '• ... , .. . >'< ,; H•····•' 
( 

2.0 SITE HISTORY AND DESCRIPTION 

2.1 Site Location 

West Bent Bolt, Division of Mid-West Fabrication Company is 

1 ocated at 8623 South Dice Road, Santa Fe Springs, California. The 

site is situated on the corner of South Dice Road and Burke Street. 

The legal description of ·the site is longitude 118.03'40~. and 

latitude 34.57'45• (see Figure 1). 
The company is bounded by the Southern Pacific Railroad to the 

west. To the east is Fire Stat ion No. 2 and Parker Fluidpower 

Cylinder Division. On the southern side is Pilot Chemical Company and 
a truck loading facility. To the north is langerdorf Bakeries. 

2.2 Site History 

West Bent. Bolt is a privately owned company which manufactures 

wire fasteners. The one acre facility consists of three buildings 

containing offices, a machine shop. a zinc plating area and a ware
house. The zinc plating area is located outs ide, with a roof over it 
which is attached to the original building (see Figure 2 for factltt1 

·~). 
The machine shop was built in 1968 and the warehouse was added in 

1976. Every building has concrete floors, inc 1 uding the zinc plating 

area. Most of the property is paved except for a small grass covered 

area at the main entrance (on South Dice Road) and the area near the 

railroad tracks. The site is fenc;ed and not easily access1b le. 
The facillty has occupied the site since 1964. In 1972, opera

tions were expanded fran manufacturing wire fasteners to include zinc 
plating. The owner and operator is West Bent Bolt, Division of Mid

West Fabrication Company. 

Process Descriptions 

West Bent Bolt has manufactured wire fasteners since 1964. The 

facHity uses 1/4• to t• in diameter w1re as feedstock to produce the 

fasteners. The wire fasteners include U-bolts. 1-bolts. J-bolts. etc. 
The fasteners are then zinc plated on-site. All f1n1shed products ~ 

removed by truck. 

2-t 
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2.3 Waste Man~gement Practices 
West Bent Bolt produces approximately 10,000 gallons per day of 

wastewater (Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County, 1975). All 
tank·to-tank data is contained in Table 1. Wastewater fraa tanks 3, 

5, 7, 10 and 11 flows to the 675 or 1,200 gallon clarifier ~ere 1t 1s 
metered according to Wastewater o·ischarge Pennit 3582. Sulphuric acid 
is added, if necessary, to maintai'1 a pH of 6 to 9. Tanks containing · 

caustic solutions a-e periodically enpt ied to the clarifier and •e 

also metered and pH adjusted with sulfuric acid. When the pH is in 
the 6 to 9 range, the wastewater i's discharged from the clarifier to 

the sewer. The hydrochloric acid water (tank 4) is treated separately 

_with caustic, filter-pressed for precipitates and discharged into the 

sewer. The chrmic acid and nitric acid solution (tank 9) b treated 

separately with meta bisulfate, caustic is added and the solution is 

filter·pressed for precipitates, and disposed of into the $ewer. The 

electroplating solution (tank 8) is continuously recycled and is never 

disposed of. 

There are three clarifiers; 2-675 gallon and 1-1,200 gallon. One 
of the 675 gallon clarifiers is presently not used but is operational. 

All three clarifiers are_ inside, underground and fabricated frca con

crete. The 675 gallon . clarifiers extend 5-6 feet below gro~ level 

and the 1,200 gallon clarif;er extends 7 feet below ground. At one 

time the p;ping system leading to and from the clarifiers was clay but 

was replaced with PVC (poly vinyl ·chloride) pipe. 
All machinery including the zinc plating area is surrounded by 

individual berms to contain oil leaks and spills. Any leaks or spills 
are ~ved by using industrial lbsorbent. 

The used absorbent and sludge frClll the filter presses .-ad 

clarifiers is removed by Nash Salvage Company to an approved disposal 

facility (Kettleman Hills). 

Rainwater 1s directed to a ditch running east-west between the 

buildings which discharges into the sewer. There appears to be 11tt1e 

chance of any rtinwater being contan1nated from the zinc plating .-ea 

since the area is beraed and covered by a roof. Washdown frc. the 

plating rea is sent to the clarifier, treated and disposed of in the 

.. .... .. 

' . .. ·.. ........ . . ·• :. ~· 

• , ... ,-' .-• •• ' , • I' , . ; . . :- . .. . ·: .· ~ ' 
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SITE LOCATION MAP 
WEST BENT BOLT 

SANTA FE SPRINGS, CA 
SOURCE: USGS WHITTIER QUAORANSLE MAP 

FIGURE 1 

SCALE 1 24000 
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SANTA FE SPRDGS, CA 
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Tank 
No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Capy. 
in 
Gals. 

370 

370 

750 

370 

750 

370 

370 

1,000 

300 

750 

Jj() 

Table 1 

TANK-TO-TAN< DATA f(R WEST BENT BCLT 

Temp. Over· 
pH of Flow 
of Bath Rate 

Contents Bath < ·n (gpm) Conments 

Caustic 
') 

10 200. 
(Alkaline) 

Caustic 12 tao· 
Water 8 Room 1 1/2 Overflows to 
Rinse drain line 

Hydrochloric 2 75·90· 
Acid Water 

Water 6 75. 1-1 1/2 Overflows to 
Rinse drain line 

Caustic 12 130. 

Water 8 Room 1/2 Overt 1 ows to 
Rinse drainline 

Zinc Metal 11 75-90. 
Zinc Chloride 
Caustic Soda 

Chromic Acid 1-2 ROOII· 
Nitric Acid 

Water 8 Room 1-1 1/2 Overflows to 
Rinse drainline 

Hot Water 140. 1/4 Overflows to 
Rinse drain line 
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2.4 Enforcement History 
o Two 30 to 40 gallon spills of sodium cyanide were reported to 

los Angeles County Engineers (LACE). The first occurred on February 
15, 1974 on the property. The sodium cyanide was neutralized with 
hydrochloric acid and removed. The second spill occurred on February 
1. 1978. This spill was left to evaporate until LACE instructed the 
company to clean up the residual. 

o On October 14. 1975 the facility was given notice by LACE to 
clean out their clarifier by October 21, 1975. 

o A Notice of Violation and Order to Comply was issued on June 
2, 1981 by LACE to immediately cease and gesjst djscbargjng gil to the 

~ 4 

ground (Los Ange 1 es County Engineers. 1982). LACE re-inspected the 
facility and the problem sti 11 existed. After 1982, LACE was no 
longer responsible for the inspection of facilities fn Santa Fe 
Springs and therefore the situation was never re-tnvestigated. Since 
1982, Los Angeles County Health Department (LACHD) has 1nspected 
facilities in Santa Fe Springs. The LACHD only recently became aware 
of the illegal discharge of oil to the ground at West Bent Bolt and is 
presently investigating the situation (LACHD, personal communication. 
8/30/85). 

o The clarifiers at the faciltty are currently regulated under 
the state underground tank progr ... 

2-6 
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAl SETTit«;/tRS FACT(ItS 

3.1 Physical Setting 

West Bent Bolt is located in the Coastal Plain area southwest of 

the San Gabriel Valley and the Puente Hills (SE 1/4, SE 1/4. Section 

30. T .2.S, R.ll.W, los Angeles County). The central coastal plain 

(known as Santa Fe Springs Plain) consists of alluvial fans formed 

from aggradation of the Los Angeles, San Gabriel. and Santa Ana Rivers 

during the Late Pleistocene. These rivers originate in the bordering 

hills and mesas north and east of the area and empty in the San Pedro 

Bay (Pacific Ocean). Elevations at West Bent Bolt range from 145 to 

150 feet above mean sea level with a resulting horizontal grade of 

less than one percent. Gradients incre~se north of the site. 

West Bent Bolt is bordered on all sides by industrial areas. The 

c 1 oses t resident i a 1 areas are a quarter mi 1 e to the west and north. 

The residential areas include portions of Whittier and Santa Fe 

Springs. These two cities have a combined population of 100.000 

people. 

The industrial area is primarily related to petroleum activities 

including oil wells and refineries. Industrial development has 

generally grown parallel to the Atchinson, Topeka, and Santa Fe Rail

road, which is three and a·half miles southwest of the site. 

3.2 Soils 
Variable soi 1 types are encountered in the Santa Fe Springs 

Plain. Well log number 1633 B (see Appendix C) located 400 feet froa 

West Bent Bolt indicates •surface soil• to a depth of 10 feet ooder

lain by approximately 30 feet of sand, gravel and silty clay and then 

c 1 ay to a depth of 53 feet. 

3.3 Hydrogeology 

West Bent Bolt is located on the Santa Fe Springs Plain tldlich 

consists of terrace deposits of Upper Pleistocene Age. These deposits 

form a portion of the Montebello Forebay area. 
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The water-bearing sediments underlying the site range from Upper 

and Lower Pleistocene and extend to a depth of about 1,000 feet. The 

major water-bearing unit of interest is the Gasper aquier. The Gasper 

aquifer underlies the site at approximately 50 feet. The Gasper 

aquifer is composed of sand and grave 1 with some clay (see Append b 

C). The aquifer is underlain by 6 feet of clay. Depth to groundwater 

is roughly 60 feet based on 1983 water leve 1 data in the area (los 

Angeles County Flood Control District, 1983). The nearest drinking 

well (Well Log Number 1623 M) is one quarter mile to the northwest. 

This well supplies water to sixty families and does not draw water 

from the Gasper aquifer but from the next aquifer below, he Gardena 

aquifer which is at a depth of 143 feet (see Appendix C). 

3.4 Surface Water 

Most of the streams within the Santa Fe Springs Plain have inter

mittent flow. Flash floods occur during heavy rains. Under natural 

conditions these streams meander widely in shallow braided channels. 

Some of the major stream channels running through the area and into 

San Pedro Bay have been straightened and lined with concrete for flood 

control purposes. Sorensen Avenue Drain is located one-eighth of a 
mile to the east downgradient fro: West Bent Bolt. This drain 

eventually ends at the northern end of Coyote Creek which ts three 

miles from the site. The San Gabriel River is located one and a 

quarter miles west of West Bent Bolt. 

··:.:.~-
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4.0 SUMMARY Cf FIT INVESTIGATION Eff(RTS 

On September 12. 1985 a preliminary field inspection of West Bent 

Bolt was conducted by Luis ~rales and Elaine Silvestro of the FIT. 

The primary purpose of this investigation was to collect historical 

waste disposal information to determine if a threat to pub 1 ic health 

or the environment eKists. 

Mr. Joseph Ruppert. West Bent Bolt's foreman. conducted the tour 

and answered questions relating to hazardous materials handling. A 

walk-through was conducted of the machine shop. zinc plating area and 

warehouse. The following observations were llade: 

o In the zinc plating area. the holding tank and 110st rinse 

tanks were empty; 

o There was no evidence of any oi 1 sp i 11 ed near the rai 1 road 

tracks. the area is now paved over with asphalt; and 

o There was oil spilled outside the bermed areas of the uchi

nery but the oil was covered with industrial absorbent. 

In March 1976. a letter was written frcrn West Bent Bolt to los 

Angeles County Engineers (LACE). The letter informed LACE that .. 

outside SlmP on the northern end of the property was being abandoned. 

According to blueprints at the Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles 

County there was no SlmP in that area but a catch bas in for the 675 

gallon clarifier. Mr. Joseph Ruppert informed FIT that the soil fr011 

the catch bas in was removed when the foundation for the warehouse was 

built in 1976. 
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS AND R£00MMENDATlOlS 

West Bent Bolt began operations in 1964 and added zinc plattn~ 1n 

1971. The plant uses steel wire as feedstock to produce different 

types of bolts. FIT reconmends no further action at the West Bend 

site. Due to the following factors. 
o All hazardous wastes are disposed of off-site. The sludge 

from the filter presses and the used industrial absorbent are hauled 

to approved dis pos a 1 sites • Pre-treated process vater and rai nwater 

runoff are discharged to the sewer. 

o The three underground clarifiers ar£.') regulated under the 

State's Underground Storage Tank (UST) Progr•. which requires 

registration and installation of leak monitoring systss . ln Los 

Angeles County the UST Progran 15 under the purview of RWQCB. 
FIT recomends that -.hen results of the tank. lllOnitoring progr• 

are provided to the RWQC8 they be used to update the CERCLIS file and 
EPA Site Inspection Fona... .: .······ · . -,·.·' . . . .. .. . .~ : ~ . 
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CONTACT REPORT 

AGENCY: Department of Health Services 

ADDRESS: 107 S. Broadway, los Angeles, CA 

PERSON 
CONTACTED: Mary Osborne 

FROM: Elaine Silvestro 

TO: File - West Bent Bolt 

DATE: August 21, 19B5 

SUBJECT: West Bent Bolt, Santa Fe Springs, CA 

FIT reviewed the file on West Bent Bolt in Department of Health 
Services. There was no new information provided. 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I· 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
. ·. , 

I 

AGENCY: 

ADDRESS: 

PERSON 
CONTACTED: 

FR(J'I: 

TO: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

CONTACT REPORT 

los Angeles County Flood Control 

2250 Alcazar, los Angeles. CA 

George Fajar 

Elaine Silvestro 

File - West Bent Bolt 

August 30, 1985 

West Bent Bolt, Santa Fe Springs. CA 

FIT acquired well logs for wells near West Bent Bolt. This tnf~
tion was used to determine·the exact geology under the stte. 
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AGENCY: 

ADDRESS: 

PERSON 
CONTACTED: 

FR{Jil: 

TO: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

CONTACT REPORT 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board 

107 S. Broadway, los Angeles, CA 

CaroleKaw.ato 

Elaine Silvestro 

File - West Bent Bolt 

October 4, 1985 

West Bent Bolt, Santa Fe Springs, CA 

FIT spoke with Carole Kawamoto about regulations and laws concerning 
underground storage tanks/containers. She provided copies of all laws 
and forms applicable to underground tanks/containers. 
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AGENCY: 

ADDRESS: 

PERSON 
CONTACTED: 

FROM: 

TO: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

CONTACT REPORT 

Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County 

1955 Workman Mill Road. Whittier, CA 

Juan Sanchez 

Elaine Silvestro 

File - West Bent Bolt 

August 27. 1985 

West Bent Bolt. Santa Fe Springs, CA 

FIT reviewed file and copied blueprints of West Bent Bolt. These 
plans were used to locate abandoned •sump• described in file. The 
•sump• was never located. 
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AGENCY: 

ADDRESS: 

PERSON 
CONTACTED: 

FR~: 

TO: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

COHT ACT REPORT 

los Angeles County Engineers 

2250 Alcazar. Los Angeles, CA 

Carl Sjoberg 

Elaine Silvestro 

File - West Bent Bo 1 t 

October 21, 1985 

West Bent Bolt, Santa Fe Springs, CA 

Carl Sjoberg checked if West Bent Bolt had registered their clari
fiers. According to a list. updated in June, they had not but could 
have since. He also explained the basics of the law, its implications 
and procedures. 
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AGENCY: 

ADDRESS: 

PERSON 
CONTACTED: 

FROM: 

TO: 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

( ( 

CONTACT REP(RT 

Los Angeles County Health Department (lACHD) 

2615 South Grand Avenue, los Angeles, CA 

Ken Smith 

Elaine Silvestro 

File - West Bent Bolt 

August 30, 1985 

West Bent Bolt, Santa Fe Springs, CA 

Ken Smith informed me that the LACHD is now inspecting facilities in 
Santa Fe Springs, California. He was unaware that West Bent Bolt 
comply to cease and desist discharging oil to the ground by the lACE. 
The LACHD will followup to see if the cleanup was done. 
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